cent observations of Mr Liston and others, there is yet some uncertainty how far insterstitial absorption and shortening of this part may be the effect of disease at an earlier period of life.
The examples of shortening of the neck of the thigh bone preserved in our collections, have been generally found in the dissecting-room, from which they have sometimes been produced as instances of reunion of fractures within the joint, and still more frequently attributed to the natural effect of old age. Morgagni expresses a doubt whether he was not deceived in the two cases described by him. Those of Sandifort and Dr Knox were probably original malformations; and of the few examples supposed to have occurred in middle-aged subjects, we have either an inconclusive history, or the case, as described in the living body, has not been completed by an account of the appearances disclosed by dissection after death.
Hence the disease has hardly found a place in the systematic works of pathology, and we require instances of which the history is unequivocal. Of about three years before at the island of Nevis, in consequence of which he often complained of pain about the hip, but continued to do his military duty many months after, never having been confined on account of the accident.
The morbid parts described in this and the preceding case, are preserved in the museum of the Army Medical Department, to which the profession have free access through the liberal arrangements of the Director-General.
The case of Fox appears to afford a well-marked instance of gradual removal of the neck of the thigh-bone in consequence of action induced in that part by injury. From the history of the case it is impossible to suppose that fracture had occurred; and it is improbable that any considerable shortening had taken place previous to his admission into hospital for the thoracic affection, since he performed the duties of a soldier long after the accident, without any lameness apparent to his comrades. We are, therefore, constrained to suppose, that the removal of the neck of the bone had been effected during his very long confinement 
